
 

Heating and carbon monoxide safety 

Heating is the second leading cause of home fires. 

 

 

 

 Install and test carbon monoxide alarms at least once a month. 

 Have a qualified professional clean and inspect your chimney and vents every year. 

 If you burn wood, store cooled ashes in a tightly covered metal container, and keep it 

outside at least 10 feet from your home and any nearby buildings. 

 Plug only one heat-producing appliance (such as a space heater) into an electrical outlet at a 

time. 

 Never use an oven to heat your home. 

 Turn space heaters off when leaving the room or going to bed. 

 



 

It’s always a good idea to have a fire extinguisher around the house. This can make a huge difference 

if used properly. Here is a quick list of actions: 

To operate a fire extinguisher, remember the word PASS: 
 

 Pull the pin. Hold the extinguisher with the nozzle pointing away from you, and release the locking 
mechanism. 

 Aim low. Point the extinguisher at the base of the fire. 

 Squeeze the lever slowly and evenly. 

 Sweep the nozzle from side-to-side. 

 


